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Peninsular War*

A guide to events around Ciudad Rodrigo in(&1812

Wes Gibbon022

This guide visits the fortified Spanish city of Ciudad Rodrigo and the adjacent area running 30km west to t!e
border with Portugal. To Napoleonic history enthusiasts plaig of Iberiais well documented asfacusof
military activity during several camjgns of theearly 19" centuryPeninsular Warn addition to this
historical interest, tle area is scenically attractive, with a distinctive and interesting geology creating a
landscape that was influential in determining military strategy. After a lid&gistics, we offermoverview

of the relevant military background and thelescribe fieldexcursiors through the areaThe guidattempts

to dovetailgeology, scenery and history against the backdrop of a conflict characterized by a mixture of
military fighting styles that include skirmishes, open battles, and two classic city sieges, one-Jnlyut10
(French attacking Spanish), the other in January 1812 (B@etmansPortuguese and Spanish attacking
French).

Trip Logistics

Ciudad Rodrigods in the province of Salamanca around 560km from France, 370km from Lisbon, and
300km from Madrid, and is well connected to the Iberian motorway system. You will need your own
transport for this trip, which can be completed in 2 to 4 dayisere are sevel accommodation options in
Ciudad Rodrigo. Our own choice was to stay2faights in the Eurostars hotel embedded within the ruins of
Fort Conceptiorfan experience in itselffollowed by 3 nights in Ciudad Rodrigastle, now a &adorhotel.
Neighboumg Portuguese towns, such as fortified Almeida, can be added to the schedule for those with
more time.

“Cite as: Gibbons, W. 2P. Holiday Geology Guide ®@iudad Rodrigo
http://barcelonatimetraveller.com/wpcontent/uploads/2@2/ 04/ CiudadRodrigoenglishpdf
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Most stops outside the city require little more effort than getting out of your vehicle, but there are two !
notable exceptions. The first of these igthteep and scenically spectacular 340m gorge descent by winding.

LI 6K G2 GKS GCNBYOK . NAR3IS¢ Srad 2F tdzSNI2 ({ s3dine
hardest part of the walk can be avoided by just admiring the view from neaofhdn contast, for those !
boasting fitnessand (in summergarryingLJt Sy dé 2F 61 G6SNE (GKS (N O1 R2¢y
continued by climbing east out of the gorge to San Felices de los Gallegos (less tiring if you have the optici1

of using twocars). The second (much easier) walk involves a 7km return journey to the battle site west of E.l
Boddn. Neither of these walks should be attempted in extremes of weather, such as during thunderstorms!

and excessive afternoon heat.

BRITISH ARMY INVOLVEMBWNTHE PENINSULAR WAR: A MILITARY BACKGROUND

In this section we do not attempt to enter into the political and military complexities involved, or detail the
terrible suffering inflicted on the people of Spain and Portugal during the long years of the ltaniVar. .
Our more limited aim is to summarise the main events most relevant to the activities of the British army in }
the Ciudad Rodrigo area, and provide the reader with a descriptive timeline that helps place those activitiei;
in context.

Conflict with Pdugal against Spain and France (180808) !

Napoleon, determined to make Portugal break her alliance with Britain, encouraged the Spanish to invade!
Portugal in 1801. This brief conflict came to be known as the War of the Orangesf@cdd the
Portuguese to cease trading with its former ally and close its ports to British ships. After the Battle of )
Trafalgar in 1805, which severely damaged Spanish and French naval power, Portugal restored its aIIianc!
with Britain. This move was unagtable to Napoleon who sent Junot to command an invasion of Portugal &
from Spain in November 1807. At this stage Spain was still allied with France.

Junot entered Salamanca on"lRovember 1807 and continued into Portugal via Ciudad Rodrigo and !
Alcantaraafter a rapid, physically demanding march under atrocious weather conditions and using terrible g
roads. Realizing that the Portuguese army was putting up little resistance, despite the weakness and di30|.jer
of the exhausted French troops, Junot selectesibgést men and continued the forced march. He arrived in !
Lisbon on 30 November and took control of the country (the Portuguese ruling classes had fled to Brazil, .
under British escort). Portugal had fallen to the French, and her territory was set to betanved up

between France and Spain. !

The alliance between France and Spain however did not last much longer. Napoleon contemptuously tooli
advantage of the feuding Spanish royal family, replacing it with his brother Joseph Bonaparte who was
installed as Kig of Spain. This was not appreciated by the majority of the Spanish padueose up in !
Madrid on 29 May 1808. Although quickly suppressed in Madrid, the popular revolt spread across the .
country, becoming a Spanish War of Independence against aninmgvadd marauding French army.

Napoleon was quick to respond to the insurgent threat, sending troops south to conquer Andalucia (led byg
Dupont), southeast to take Valencia (led by Moncey), east and north from Burgos to attack Zaragoza and .
Santander (led bBessiéres), and west from Barcelona towards Lleida and Tarragona (led by Duhesme). A
These French forces, despite being comprised mostly of men lacking experience and training, were initially
successful, falling upon several weakly defended towns suchgasflm Segovia, Santander and Tudela.

It quickly became obvious that the Spanish could expect little mercy from their French aggressors. In earI)!
Wdzy $T F2NJ SEFYLX S5 5dzLl2yiQa YSy (G221 / 2NR20l @)\iNJL
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especially its churches and convents) to a brutal sacking that helped inflame the Spanish population and siat
the tone for the rest of the war. The uprising in Spain was thus already rapidly degenerating into an
exceptionally cruel conflict, with atrociti€32 YYA 1 G SR o0& 020K aARSay I NBI
Disasters of War prints.
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a visual presentation of a specific conflict and can be considered the first critique of wgrthigg £ ¢ o0t 11 R
Museum:https://www.museodelprado.es/en/th&ollection/artwork/they-do-not-know-the-way/3955dbce !
c7354a3991b9%eea93d97e3fh

5SaLIAGS GKSANI SIN¥ e &ddz00SaasSax GKAy3aa azz2y oéamy
were attacked by Catalan patriots anetreatedto Barcelona. In both Zaragoza and Valencia determined .
resistance by the city populiains also denied the French victory. But the greatest of embarrassments to !

bl LR2fS2y (GKFG adzYYSNI gl & G2 dGF1S LXFOS Ay ! yRI fadz0.
from Cordoba, were shockingly defeated at the Battle of Bailén in July. Morelth@a0 French troops !
surrendered at Bailén. Despite initially being promised safe passage to France this was later denied, and !
many were destined to die either in prison ships in Cadiz harbour or marooned on the barren Mediterranei n
island of Cabrera. Whavas left of the French occupiers (including Joseph Bonaparte) retreated to !
northeastern Spain, to the fury of the Emperor, who was beside himself to see his imperial army running
from the Spanish.

The British, seeing Spain as a new ally and the Frerdikarray, sent troops led by Wellesley to liberate
Portugal. Wellesley arrived in Mondego Bay &mligust 1808, and advanced on the French in a series of
clashes, culminating in the Battle of Vimeiro o' 2Aligust where Junot’s army was defeated. Tas the
end of the first French invasion of Portugal. The British victory however was tainted by unnecessarily
generous terms of surrender given to Junot, and Wellesley, along with his newly arrived superiors Burrarde
and Dalrymple, was recalled to Britdmface an enquiry. Wellesley was to be absolved of all blame and sen
back to Portugal the following year, whereas his superiors were never to see active service again.

CIUDAD RODRIGO
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Ly 2SffSaft Se Qasplacedis goiband oatBeBNLBh adgny in Portugal and prepared to
march into Spain, planning to join forces with troops led by Baird sent from A Coruiia. After various delays
Moore finally entered Spain in November 1888ading toward<Ciudad Rodrigand observing the open

and exposed nature of thierrain where just a small, shallow river (the River Turofies/rdesYorms the
borderline.He also remarked unflatteringly on the weak defensive position of a border military fortification
known asEl Fuertade la Concepciofirort Conception), built on a low ridge just to the east of the river and
close to the village of Aldea del Obispo. Moore subsequently entered Ciudad Rodrigo off tiieveinber,
having been welcomed into the city by the Governor andcetge with cries oiva Inglaterra y los ingleses

Sketch by Adam Neale (17#Z832) recording British troops under Sir John Moore crossing the River Aguedei
and entering Ciudad Rodrigo peacefully on 11 November 1808. Neale, a Scotsman, was an armindoctor
had disembarked on the Portuguese coast with Wellesley on 1 August that year. In 1823 the sketch was
converted into a lithograph by James Duffield Harding.

Several soldiers recorded their agreeable experience in Ciudad Rodrigo. Moore was favoureddgechp

with the hospitality and wealth of the city, and George Scovell (who later became famous as a Napoleoni
codebreaker) admired the picturesque beauty of the walled city and its bridge across the River Agueda, |
although not the sight afhe dismemberedarm of a thiefin a riverbank tree. Moore left Ciudad Rodrigo to !
AOGNRTS Yy2NIKSIFad FONRPaa GKS KAIK OSYyaGNrt LXLFGSH
the granite mountains of the Central Massif rising to his right. These mountaiasadeg the British army

from Napoleon himself, who had arrived in Spain to avenge the earlier Spanish victories, and had enteredi
Madrid on 4" December 1808 to knstall his brother on the throne.

Eﬂo

dz

By the 26' December, Moore had penetrated the Duero Basearly 300km northeast of Ciudad Rodrigo,
beating the cavalry of Soult at the Battle of Sahagun but attracting the attentions of Napoleon who force
marched his troops from Madrid over the Central Massif. Threatdngtie advancing armies of Napoleon
andSoult, Moor€@2 & ImBid¢apainfuland shameful (Esdaile 2008)nter retreat through the mountains

of Le6n and Galicia, arriving at the coast in A Corufa irJamidary to rendezvous with the British navy.
Having successfully reached the coast howeveid was killed on the 6January 1809 in a final battle
gAOK {2dz 6GQa YSYy oO6bl LRfS2y KAYaSt¥F KIR o0& (KSy
issues), before what was left of the British army made its escape. The first British incutsiSpaim, like

the first French incursion into Portugal, had ended ba8iyult then led a second highly destructive French
incursion into Portugal, this time from the north, taking Oporto o arch 1809.

Ollle [OEEe [ENe l"_?o Olllle [OENe [ENe
(7))

CIUDAD RODRIGO



! SNl oEE] oEEN oEE] oEE] oEE] oM oEN] oM oEE oEED oMl oM oMl oMl M0 M ENN oEN oEN ..JE

im Hl] oEEK] oEE] oEEN oM oM oM oM oMl oMl oM oMl oEN oMl oENN oMl M oMl ENN oMl oMl oEEN oMl M EE] EEN EEN M oEN

BARCELONA TIME TRAVELLER COMPANION GUIDE

Renewed British Attack on Spain and Preparationdefend Portugal: Talavera and the Lines of the Torres
Verdes (1809)

In April 1809 Wellesley was sent back to Portugal, entering Lisbon onthiee2@re marching north to
defeat Soult at Porto on 12May. Thus the Second French invasion of Portugatked by many atrocities,
also ended badly. Soult’s army was now in dire straits but managed to escape back to Galicia (which wasi
fully up in arms against the French) and from there into L&dellesley, having joined forces with the
Spanish General Cuasthen led a second British incursion into Spain, marching up the River Tajo towards
Madrid. This BritisiSpanish advance was confronted by the French awitl1, Joseph Bonaparte nominally

in commangon 2728" July at Talavera, 120km southwest of tiapital. The ensuing battle was closely
fought, with over 7,000 troops killed or wounded on both sides, before the French finally retreated after a
series of their attacks had been repulsed.

Wellesley, subsequently created Viscount Wellington of Talatenad himself in danger of being cut off by
Soult advancing from the north. Given the circumstances, Wellington decided to abandon much of his !
army’s baggage and ammunition, and he retreated to Portugal, refusing to aid the Spanish any further tha,
year. Hving lost around 25% of his troops to death or injury, he had learned serious lessons about the
importance of choosing defensive ground against French cavalry and infantry, as well as the need to ensui‘e
his troops were well supplied. The second Britigtuision into Spain had ended in some kind of draw.

During the autumn of 1809 Wellington focused efforts on building a defensive line to protect Lisbon: in the
likely case of renewed French invasion the Portuguese capital city had to be held if thevgaitsmot to be

RNAGSY Ayia2 GKS aSheo ¢KS O2yaidNHzOdAz2y 2F (GKSasS .a[.
thorough completion was greatly aided by the unexpected slowness of French advance across Spain.

Renewed French attack at the Raytiese Border: the first skirmishes and siege of Ciudad Rodrigo (1810).

It was not until February 1810 when the predicted buifuito athird French invasion of Portugal became a
reality, after Soult sent 12,000 men led by Ney from Salamanca to demamutinediate surrender of
Ciudad Rodrigo from its Spanish commander Herrasti, who refused point blank. After some ineffectual
skirmishing against the fortified city, Ney was forced into a humiliating retreat to Salamanca, leaving the
people of Ciudad Rodrign no doubt of the French threat. Wellington, also aware of French intentions, .
deployed his Light Brigade led by Craufurd along the border area west of Ciudad Rodrigo while the Frencll
set up headquarters in the village of San Felices de los Gallegos @Hkenrtorth of the city. !

hYly omdnp0 ¢ NEBEdn3ardhfo JUNISIYEr@zXLRIYin chiarge of the whole outpost system &

2F 2S8tftAay3Iiz2yQa FNyez 002YLIE AEAKSR GKS SEGNI 2 NRAY|
enemy of sixfal force, without suffering his line to be pierced, or allowing the French to gain any !
information whatever of the dispositions of the host in his rear. He was in constant and daily touch with
bSeQa O2N1lJasz eSi ¢l a ySo@S NI byazauddghoseBvRaming strengt; §ed S I\!] 0
never lost a detachment, never failed to detect every move of the enemy, and never sent his commander !
false intelligence. This was the result of system and science, not merely of vigilance and&ctivity.

The first &irmishes between British and French troops took place in FebraiaryNO K My mn | G !< S
.NAR3IS¢ ONRAaAaAy3d GKS wWAOSNI #3dzSRII I2NHS: 2dza ni‘[ Y
were stationed around the village of Puerto Seguro (therfcft SR . | Nb I RSf t dzZSNO2Y, t ]
west and above this bridge. On"1Eebruary French troops marched down to the river as a demonstration !

of strength, andonthe 270 KS& NB UG dzNYy SR Ay FT2NOS G2 ONRamd GKS 3o N
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looting Puerto Seguro. After a repeat incursion into Puerto Seguro by the French df Meréh, Craufurd !
redeployed his riflemen into a piquet system designed to closely observe and rapidly counterattack any
further move from the enemy. This expectatiack came after midnight on the rainy night of"®larch,

with around 2,000 troops sent down to the bridge by Ney under the command of Ferey. Ney hoped to forcg

a passage through to the Portuguese fortified town of Almeida and thysabyg the timeconsuming need to

the 4A83S8 (G2 /AdRIR w2RNRAI2d ¢KS 2FFSyargss k2450

an intense struggle ithe dark above the Agueda Gorge !
On 148" April 1810 Masséna was appointed by Napoleon to lead the nextiowva$ Portugal. Ney was .

2NRSNBR (2 LINBLINB (KS ars3s 2F /AdRIR w2RNX3I2 Mgk
Brigade along the border area. On"i@ay the Spanish commander of Ciudad Rodrigo, Herrasti, refused ani
invitation by Ney ¢ surrender without a fight and the city prepared for a protracted defence, with

Wellington observing from inside the Portuguese border. Masséna arrived in SalamancaMayl,3he !
same day when the French broke ground at Ciudad Rodrigo and begarthe digge trenches. As the .
troops of Ney concentrated on preparing the siege, they were protected by those of Junot who continued 1!)
block and bicker with the Light Brigade positioned around the village of Gallegos to the west of the Mariallg
Bridge overhe river Azaba. Masséna, needing to evaluate the possibility of Allied attack, rode out to inspe "t
this western area with Pelet, his Chief of Batallion, who recorded how they found the terrain to consist of !
GANBIG LI GSHdAZ &af RIKEYR BEOf AYBREINBRG KNI S ¥ RIZ &8
RSTSYaA @S 3INRdzyR F2NJ 2SffAy3ai2ys 6K2 61 & zdzﬂydzvloél
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increased pressure ahose of Craufurd who were forced back westwards into less exposed positions. On !

the 4" July Messéna ordered Junot to cross the Azaba with a reconnaissance force, and there was fightin¢ at
the bridge entering Gallegos and in the ground beyond. The Frtemaps succeeded in pushing the British !
troops still further west across the Dos Casas river and on to the Fort Conception ridge at the Portuguese
border. Having established that no Allied reinforcements were present, the French returned to their
positionsalong the Azaba. !

The ongoingsiege of Ciudad Rodrigo continued with the French relentlessly bombarding the northern side if
the city, while Herrasti organised an intelligent and sturdy defence aided by a guerrilla band led by Julian
Sanchez. In contrast the Spanish defenders, the attacking army was riven with disagreements in its high !
command and the siege took place slower than it should have, with the French at last breaking through or.
10" July after a defence that had lasted over a month. At thisitpHerrasti, who until the last minute had

held out hope of Wellington coming to his aid, finally capitulated. Despite Ney having promised that the citg
would be spared the traditional posiege sackinghere was nevertheless considerable disorderhia t
aftermath of the French entry. Over subsequent days, Herrasti and his men wereaxitealsse¢o prison in
France (Miley 2008; Saunders 2018))

Meanwhile, with his troops posted along the Fort Conception ridge at the Portuguese border and within !
earsha of the French artillery attack in the final throes of the city siege, Craufurd had decided to organize z!n
ambush on the night of 2@1 July. His troops moved under cover of darkness to attack French troops who !
habitually marched out around dawn to occugine village of Villar del Ciervo as a bulwark against the British
presence further west. The early morning ambush failed badly, with the French putting up an effective
defence against a larger force, and Craufurd was heavily criticized.

CIUDAD RODRIGO
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Wellington alsodced criticism, in his case for having refused to come to the defence of Ciudad Rodrigo. !
However, his decision, although undeniably harsh on the Spanish defenders, was influenced by his previc,is
experience at Talavera and his broader strategy for denyiadg-tench victory over Lisbon. He now faced

the predicted renewed French incursion into Portugal, but the delay enforced on Masséna by laying siegeio
Ciudad Rodrigo had given the British commander valuable extra time to prepare his plan.

The third Frencmvasion of Portugal (1810811)

Onthe1¥Wdzf 82 A UK / AdzRI'R w2RNAI2 y2g dzy RSNJ al 84Sy Q2
forward against the Allied troops stationed along the Portuguese border. In response, Craufurd withdrew
west to defend tle nearby Portuguese fortified town of Almeida, leaving pickets along the Fort Conception .
ridge to warn of French advance. Fort Conception itself was prepared for demolitiqrastially destroyed .
at daybreak on 21July in the face of the predicted French attack. This offensive gained strength over the g
YySEG ¥S¢ RlI&ax 6AGK / NI dZFdz2NRQ& YSy o6SAy3 ¥2Nﬁéﬁ! A
French initiating the siege of Aimeida. This siege was tegitanexpectedly by an unlucky (for the British !
FYR t 2NlidaAdzSasSuv KAG 2y GKS OAdeéeQa YIAYy LIR2oRSNJI 402
to the surrender of Almeida on the #8uly. Thehird French advance into Portugal had begun well.

Wellington planned a tactical retreat towards Lisbon, but took advantage of the route chosen by Masséna!
which offered the British and Portuguese the opportunity to turn and fight at theaBauRidge. Here the s
French were defeated on #September, havingnderestimated the challenge posed by the Allied troops.
Wellington had over 50,000 troops on the ridge and, after repeated attempts to storm the position, Massélia
accepted that a victory was not in sight and called off the attack. French losses weridegoairound .
4,500, against some 1,200 lost by the Britiatrtuguese troops. Wellington, threatened by a French flanking
manoeuvre, then withdrew towards Coimbra, abandoning the ridge by dawn on th&&gtember.

Two weeks after Biaco the Frencharr8 R G 2 St f Ay3d2yQa [AySa 2F G(GKg ¢
GKNRdzAK O2dzy GNE LINBE@A2dzate FollyR2ySR 2y 2StftAyTiz)
defences had been well kept, and the French advance was halted. After a-4nagtktanddf, Masséna
retreated 50km northeast to the SantaréRio Maior area where he judged it better located to keep his
troops supplied with food. However, by February, even with the French proving themselves expert at
expropriating food from starving peasantieir invasion army was in very bad shape. Masséna was finally
forced to begin a withdrawal orf®8a | NOK My MmX KIF N} a&d8SR o6& 2S8SftftAy3aid:yQ
with the Allies on 8 April at Sabugal, what was left of the Rol army movedbackto the Spanish border.

The third invasion of Portugtiusended in disaster, and not only for the Frermlt also their victimstruly
terrible suffering had been inflicted on the Portuguese population caught in the path of the warring armies.

DENe [EEe [EEe U‘é!

Renewedifihting in the Campo de Argafian: Fuentes de Ofioro (May 1811) !

Retreatingfurther from their repulse at Sabugal, and having failed to relieve their troops trapped in Almeide!
alaasSylQa YSy NBGdINYySR (2 / AdzZRIFIR w2 RWaIAdgonin €8y Yagl NJ
repositioned his troops along the Fort Conception ridge west of the Dos Casas river, ensuring the continued
isolation of Almeida. The Allied troops had thusiraed to their positions held ninmonths previously.
Masséna however wasiféfrom beaten and by late April had not only succeeded in rapidly reinvigorating his,
army, but was on the march back to Ciudad Rodrigo, determined to tarmther serious attack at !
2 St f AsfradpLayidQin the process, relieve Almeida and regain itiatie. His plan was to aim at the
a42dziKSNY SyR 2F 2StfAy3dz2yQa tAyS IyR 20SNBKSE
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noted the previous year, in this area the topography is relatively flat and better suited to cavalry and infanti,/
direct attack and flanking manoeuvres than the increasingly incised terrain to the north.

On the 29 May the French marched out from Ciudad Rodrigo, monitored by the British Light Division, with
opening skirmishes at Gallegos and Espeja on the route tat€side Ofioro. With the whole French army
advancing, the Light Division fell back to Fuentes de Oforo where repeated battle took place on the
following afternoon. By nightfall however the French had been repulsed and had failed to relieve Almeida.
After skrmishing the next day, Masséna launched a series of attacks ori"thatSinally failed to break the
British line and the French retreated across the Azaba and Agueda rivers.

But May 1811 it was not all bad news for the French along the PortugueseNbivde5 SA LA G S 2 St , Ay
intention to block and entrap the Almeida garrison, on thelll¥ the French General Brenier managed to
escape across the Puerto Seguro/Barba del Puerco bridge, with luck, courage and British incompetence g
his side: Wellingin was furious. On the ¥2Marchal Marmont arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo to replace
alaasyls Fa I GSYLRNINE ftdAf Ay |OGA@GAGE AY (JKéj I
Badajoz area further south. At Badajoz however things did not goevalVéllington who failed in his .
attempt to besiege the city. The two main bastions against further entry into Spain, Badajoz and Ciudad !
Rodrigo, remained held by the French. !

i)_-
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By August 1811 Wiahgton was back in the Ciudad Rodrigo area, dispersing his front line to the south and g
west of the Agueda River and establishing his headquarters in the Spanish village of Fuenteguinaldo, Ies;
than 20kms from the Portuguese border. The French responddyélarmont and Dorsenne, was to !
launch a probing offensive which on"2September not only brought relief to their men threatened in .

/| AdzZRFR wW2RNA3I2 odzi O2yGAydzSR (g2 RIFIe&a €I GSNJ éAG!K |
and south orthe Allied troop outposts. There were two notable engagements as a result of this French !)
initiative, one at Espeja and the other near the village of El Bodon. Whereas the clash at Espeja was push:d
back, that at El Bodén appears to have been much more@lah® dza F2NJ 2 St f Ay3hG2y Qéi G|
outnumbered but eventually managed to extricate themselves with honour and fall back to Fuenteguinaldc..
Wellington was at that moment in serious trouble, with his forces too dispersed, having underestimated th!
strength of the French initiative. In the event however, Marmont managed to convince himself incorrectly
that Fuenteguinaldo was heavily defended drarefused to attack, losing an opportunity to inflict serious
defeat on the Allies. After sunset on'26eptember Wellington was thus alajeietly to withdraw his men to
a better defended position inside the Portuguese border.

During the autumn of 1811 there was little military action, with Marmont returning to Salamanca and
Wellington planning to besiegdudlad Rodrigo, having ordered a new supply line equipped with siege
YFGSNRIFfA oFf 4aAs$S3S GNXAyéo (2 o6S asSyid G2 GKS I-iNSI
Ciudad Rodrigo was not left in peace however, being subjected to frequent hamasfom the British
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1812 Wellington gave the orders for a siege operation against the city. Now based in a forward position in,

the village of Gléegos, Wellington surveyed the target city and decided to focus the coming attack from the!
north. This was a repeat of the strategy adopted by the French in their siege of 1810, reflecting the relativei
weakness of the city defences in this direction, whtre defensive walls are overlooked bkithknown as
the Greater Teso.

CIUDAD RODRIGO
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In contrast to the earlier French siege, the offensive launched by Wellington was much more urgently !
enacted, with the attack commencing off 8anuary 1812 and the city breachedtbe 19". Despite the fact .
that this time the city was being besieged by troops allied to Spain, this did not stop some of the victorious!
and increasingly drunk British troops from looting and mistreating the local inhabitants, committing !
GakKlYSTda FROABOONGIa®BS Fdzx (2 GKS 6K2tS | NYeéé O6FNRY A S
details regarding the two sieges of CagdRodrigo are provided in thexeursion descriptions below.

Aftermath: Badajoz, Salamanca, Vitoria, San Sebastian and thefe¢ne war in Spain (1813)

Wellington then turned his attentions once again to attacking Badajoz, which his men took in April 1812
after one of the bloodiest siege assaults of the Napoleonic Wars. This dreadful fight culminated in the
storming and brutalansacking of the city. By all accounts, the mistreatment of the city population by the
British troops was on this occasion far worse than the previous disorder in Ciudad Rodrigo. With the two kiy
fortified cities of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz now in Briiends, Wellington went on to take Salamanca

(July 1812) but was denied the city of Burgos by a French coeaff@rsive and he retreated to Portugal in !
the autumn. .
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Vitoria on 2% June, after which most of the French troops regrouped inside France. Fighting then continuell

in the Pyrenees region, culminating in the repeated siege of San Sebastian, which surread&edington
on 9" September and wasubjected to another demonstration of uncontrolled sacking during which the
town was burnt to the ground. Wellingtéha  Ififdlly &rossed into France ori"October 1813, launching
a surprise attack across the River Bidasoa at Hondarribia (see Holidagg6uide:
http://barcelonatimetraveller.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/HondarribieBT FCompaniorGuide.pdj.
By early November British troops were closing in on Bayonne and byl8p4iT oulouse was under attack.
Napoleon abdicatedn 13" April 1814.

EXCURSION ITINERARY

In this £ction we describe two excursions which explore the border country west oa@iRddrigo, an area )
known as the Campo de Argafian. The first route begins with a visit to Fort Conception then heads north p!ist
Aldea del Obispo, following the Portuguese border into the sdeaique Natural de Arribes de Duetde .
route then turns easto visit the deep Agueda Gorge, site of the first significant clash between French and
British troops in 1810. Returning to Aldea del Obispo, we then visit Gallegos de Argafian, a focus of front Ii\e
military activity for Wellington and his troops. From behe route turns north again, passing the

archaeological site of Siega Verde to reach the granite village of San Felices de los Gallegos, a French miitary
headquarters prior to their attack on Ciudad Rodrigo. The excursion ends at Ciudad Rodriguititsalf, .
description of the course of events and key localities during the 1810 French siege of the city.

The second excursion follows a circular route to the southwest, visiting the 1811 battlefields of Fuentes de!
h32NR YR 9f . 2Rs y headqdartegs ;hfFfientégainakloSThik éxguBion2algdiaishes in g
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siege of the city in 1812. Each excursion can be completed in one day.
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http://barcelonatimetraveller.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Hondarribia-BTT-Companion-Guide.pdf
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